
GOD’S MESSENGERS
The Message of Angels | Angel Series (Part 2)

Text: Exodus 3:1-12

We began last week a study of the fascinating subject of angels – what they are, what 
they do, and why you and I should care about them at all. As Tracey suggested, a lot of 
what many of us think about angels has been shaped by popular culture. For example, 
when I was a child, my mom read to me a book called, THE LITTLEST ANGEL. It was 
about a little boy who’d apparently died and gone to a fluffy cloud heaven where he 
needed to be very good. As he learned to be good, he was granted a halo and, 
eventually, earned his wings. The book taught me that heaven is above the clouds and 
that people become angels when they die and that up there you better behave or you 
won’t get the good stuff.  I’ve been in recovery from those wrong ideas ever since!

We should probably try to forget a lot of what we’ve learned from movies, paintings, TV 
and other channels about angels and just go back to the Bible and find out what it says 
on this subject. As Tracey reminded us, the Bible mentions the person and work of 
angels hundreds of times, spanning thousands of years of human experience, and 
yielding at least four important insights about them.

First of all, angels are created beings, as we are. Though God brought them into 
existence before he made human beings, they haven’t been around forever. They are 
every bit as dependent upon God’s grace for their lives as you and I are. They know 
and can do things you and I don’t, but as creatures, they are also limited in their power 
and knowledge. 

Secondly, angels are spiritual beings. They are a different order of being than you and I 
are.  While some of us are “little angels” in a metaphorical sense, we will never become 
angels and that’s OK. We are material beings to whom God has given the privilege of 
being able to create life. Angels can’t. We are material beings for whom Christ gave his 
life in love. Angels can’t claim that. Our eternal future lies on a redeemed material world 
with all its fragrance and succulence. Not so for angels. But as spiritual beings, angels 
can move through time and space in a way that we material beings cannot. They can 
appear in a variety of forms (as we’ll learn today) and transmute out of the visual 
spectrum too.

Angels are also innumerable. They are not an endangered species. The Bible suggests 
that there are millions of them and even varieties of them and they are everywhere. 
Who knows how many angels are around you right now. But they are around you for 
the final reason we touched on last week. Angels are concerned about humans. They 
are often depicted in Scripture as watching people closely. The prophet Daniel says, “I 
continued looking, in the visions of my head as I lay in bed, and there was a 
holy watcher, coming down from heaven” (Dan 4:13). Angels are genuinely curious 
about the fate of human beings. As limited creatures, they don’t fully know all that God 
is doing or will do, but they want to see God’s good purposes flourishing in us. They are 
like cosmic grandparents or aunts and uncles, eager to see us do well. 



Which brings us to our focus for today… Angels have a message for us. In fact,  the 
very word “angel” or “angelos” in the Greek, means = “messenger.” Angels are 
translators or mediators of that awesome dimension of life we cannot currently see for 
which Jesus and others use the shorthand word “heaven.” Specifically, angels are sent 
to proclaim the good news of God’s love and his intention to redeem us. That 
is their main message.

Now, this main message is expressed in a variety of ways and I want to touch on a few 
of them, so you can recognize the voice or touch of an angel, when it comes to you. 
One of the most consistent messages of angels is that God is holy and worthy of 
worship. Take that in for a moment. Many years ago, the prophet Isaiah had an 
encounter with angels that altered his life forever. He tells us that: In the year that 
King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and 
the train of his robe filled the temple. In other words, just the hem of God’s royal 
robe filled to overflowing the largest building Isaiah had ever been in. Above him 
were seraphim, each with six wings: Seraphim are simply one variety of angelic 
being. With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their 
feet, and with two they were flying. These awesome warrior angels are covering 
themselves in humility before the vastly greater God. And they were calling to one 
another: This was their message: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the 
whole earth is full of his glory.” (Isa 6:1-3). The same message gets repeated by 
angels in Revelation 4:8 and elsewhere. The angels are shouting: Please get this! God is 
grander, purer, more powerful, magnificent and meriting of your utter humility and 
complete devotion than you human beings apparently see. If you don’t get who God 
really is, you can’t get how amazing is the fact that he loves you the way he does. 

We hear this message again in an encounter described in Exodus 3. Now Moses… 
came to Horeb, the mountain of God. There the angel of the Lord appeared to 
him in flames of fire from within a bush. You might have missed that detail in the 
past. Who is appearing as a burning bush? An angel. Where’s the robe, the halo, the 
feather wings? Nowhere. Angels won’t be typecast or pigeon-holed. They may appear 
to you as a human being, a ray of light, a breath of wind, a sudden surge of power, or 
something else. Angels can take many forms.  Moses saw that though the bush 
was on fire it did not burn up. So Moses thought, “I will go over and see this 
strange sight.” (Exo 3:1-3). There’s a lesson here: When you encounter something or 
someone unexpected, turn aside and pay attention to it. It might just be a messenger. 

When the Lord saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from 
within the bush, “Moses! Moses!” Now, who is speaking to Moses? Wasn’t that 
bush an angel a moment ago? Now it’s God?! Which is it?  It’s both. When you hear 
from an angel, you’re not getting somebody’s version or spin on a matter. It’s God who 
is addressing you. Moses understood that, so he said: “Here I am.” “Do not come 
any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are 
standing is holy ground.” Then he said, “I am the God of your father, the God 
of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” At this, Moses hid his 
face, because he was afraid to look at God.

Angels are frequently trying to help us understand that God is HOLY. Why? Because if 



you don’t get who God really is, you can’t get how amazing is the fact that he loves you 
the way he does. This sets the context for the second part of the message that angels 
deliver. The almighty, all-hallowed God has compassion for people. Listen to how this 
gets conveyed. Through the angel, God says: “I have seen the misery of my 
people in Egypt. I have heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, 
and I am concerned about their suffering. So I have come down to rescue 
them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land 
into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey.  

“Do you understand that God feels that way about you?” the angels want to know. We 
see that you feel all alone in the Universe at times. We know you feel like God has 
forgotten you or isn’t even there at all. But here’s our message: God sees you, he 
knows you, he hears your cries because of whatever is enslaving or driving you. God is 
concerned about your suffering. He has a plan to redeem you, to give you a future and 
a hope, and to lead you to a place of greater flourishing. I’m no angel, but hear that 
message for yourself today.

As you do, I urge you to consider another key part of what the angels are so often 
trying to tell human beings. Just as God loves YOU and wants the best for YOU, so God 
feels about OTHERS. It’s not all about YOU or ME. In fact, one of the kindest things God 
can do for US – one of his best strategies for helping US flourish more – is to involve us 
in helping others. Listen to what God says through the angel to Moses: The cry of the 
Israelites has reached me, and I have seen the way the Egyptians are 
oppressing them. So now, go. I am sending YOU to Pharaoh to bring my 
people the Israelites out of Egypt.” 

In other words, a frequent part of the message of angels is that God has a job for you 
in his redemptive work. Think how often we hear angelic messengers saying that in the 
New Testament too. “Mary, I know you’ve just had a very tough surprise, but as 
awkward and inconvenient as this pregnancy is, it is part of the redemptive work God 
wants to do through you” (Luke 2:30-35). Or the angel comes to Joseph and says, in 
effect, “Joe, I get that you are humiliated, angry, and confused. You want to divorce 
Mary over these circumstances; but God has a job for you. Take Mary home as your 
wife. Raise this child to be a good at working with wood as you are. Trust me, it is part 
of a larger redemptive plan” (Matt 1:18-25). 

Tracy Smith had just graduated from Harvard and come home to care for her dying 
mother: “One night, my mother began talking to someone in a low voice. Though I 
knew the medications caused this, it always startled me, as if she could see through 
this world to the next, to the places where… angels sit and walk and gesture unseen 
among us. Very calmly, as if she were speaking to someone seated beside her on the 
bed, [Mom] said, ‘Yes, I know she will, if that’s what she wants to do.’ My eyes filled 
with tears. I felt instinctively that she was talking about me. ‘Who is there with you?’ I 
asked. Usually, she’d laugh and say a thing like, ‘Oh, this medicine has me confused.’ 
But this time she said, very clearly and now very much awake, ‘There are two angels 
sitting here, Tracy, and one of them just told me you’re going to become a writer.’” 

It was quite a bold forecast. God has a job for you as a writer in his unfolding plan to 



help others flourish. Tracy took the message seriously. She’s now the director of 
Princeton University’s Program in Creative Writing. In 2012, she won the Pulitzer Prize 
for poetry. What if God has some additional role for you to play in this world? What if 
he’s been using all your life experiences (even the hard or tragic ones) to prepare you 
for it, as He had prepared Tracy or Moses for their call. Ask God to send you a 
messenger, to make that call clearer.

When the angel’s call came to Moses, he was scared. “Who am I that I should go to 
Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” God answered through the angel 
in that burning bush. “I will be with you.” And this will be the sign to you that it 
is I who have sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, 
you will worship God on this mountain.” In other words, you don’t need to be 
afraid, Moses. I already see the path ahead. I have all the power and grace you need 
for this journey. Some time from now, you’re going to be back here on this mountain, 
setting up an altar to Me – worshipping and praising Me for all the ways that I provided 
for you, as you answered my call. And that indeed happened.

We spend a lot of our lives scared or anxious, don’t we? Who am I to take on that 
challenge? Who am I to lead that change? Who am I to initiate that crucial 
conversation? Who am I to start that ministry? Who am I to run for office or go back to 
school or to step into that gap?  Who am I to give that gift or to walk through this 
valley of the shadow of death? If you are asking a question like that right now, listen for 
the voice of angels. It’s the most frequent set of words we hear from their lips: “Fear 
not, for God is with you, to protect and provide for you. 

Scot McKnight writes: “The essential redemptive promise from Abraham to the new 
heavens and the new earth is that God is with us. We believe that, but sometimes we 
want to experience it more tangibly.” God knows this. And so, sometimes, he sends us a 
mysterious messenger, a stranger who steps in and says something, a sudden sense of 
summoning or possibility, the sound of a flapping wind or of a crackling fire, and we 
turn aside to pay attention to it and find courage in it. This is what angels are for. 
Angels are sent to proclaim the good news of God’s love and his intention to 
redeem us. They tell us that God is holy and worthy of worship. And that as awesome 
as He truly is, God has compassion on you and others. He has a job for you and me in 
his redemptive work. And He is always with us, so be not afraid.

Please pray with me…


